Triflic acid catalyzed formal [3 + 2] cycloaddition of donor-acceptor oxiranes and nitriles: a facile access to 3-oxazolines.
A TfOH-catalyzed chemoselective [3 + 2] cycloaddition of donor-acceptor oxiranes and nitriles is described. This reaction provides an efficient and practical method for the preparation of useful 3-oxazolines in good to excellent yields (up to 99%).